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the right to hold up the progress of the majority,
One of Mr, Gandhi's chief lieutenants went to
the extent of accusing Mr. Jinnah of being an
agent of British imperialism, bent on perpetuating
British domination over India. And thus the
mean and mendacious propaganda against the Mus-
lim League went on. A fresh attempt was made
by His Excellency the Viceroy in February, 1940
to bring the Congress leaders to see reason and
reach a settlement with the Muslim League in
regard to the provincial field, which would be
followed by the expansion of the Viceroy's Exe-
cutive Council and the inclusion therein of
representatives of the Congress and the Muslim
League on the lines of the proposals made by
His Excellency in November, 1939. The Muslim
League was again willing to consider the proposal
and enter into discussions with the Congress.
But the Congress again refused to entertain the
proposal or have any discussions with the Muslim
League, until and unless the British Government
bad made a previous declaration of the independ-
ence of India and the summoning of a Con-
stituent Assembly on the lines suggested in the
resolutions of the Congress. This shows the
extent of arrogance, hauteur* and egotism, which
blinds the vision of the Cqngress and leaves no
room for doubt as to their real motives.
The Congress was already beginning to feel the